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American POWs at Berga Concentration Camp
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to Woodard (2016), Berga concentration camp began during theWorld War II. It aimed at operating 17 tunnels in the factory that manufactured ammunition. Laborers were imprisoned and were forced to work as slaves in the camps. This was characterized by men being forced to dig two miles that were two miles apart through the snow. In addition, this was directed by harsh overseers who used all methods to inflict pain to force the slaves to force them work. The slaves who were viewed as prisoners were subject to malnutrition since they hardly drank water and ate balanced diets. Moreover, diseases that were attributed to the explosives produced and dust in the ammunition companies resulted in pulmonary conditions that resulted in criticalpermanent health conditions.
Death was the order of the day to American prisoners as a result of the brutality and harsh conditions that they received from the German soldiers. Life was hard to live in since they were never treated as human beings but instead, they were treated as animals. Nevertheless, the American prisoners suffered from starvation because they worked for long hours under the scorching sun without food or drinks (Bowman, 2014). Again, after working in the entire day, the prisoners of wars were concentrated in camps where life was unbearable.
The American POWs at Berga Concentration Camp were targeted since they were the victims of the World War II. For that reason, the camp of Buchenwald forced transported Americans to work in German factories that manufactured ammunition. The factories concentrated onthe success of their daily operations atthe expense of the welfare of the Americans. Consequently, the factories initiated a labor plan that targeted 73 American prisoners of wars who later died as a result of the Germans brutality and beatings (Arredondo, 2014). Moreover, the main reason that triggered the American POWs at Berga Concentration Camp to be persecuted was the need of labor from the German factories that produced military machinery. Therefore, there was an urgent need for laborers who were used to reduce the cost of the factories and at the same time maximizing profits.  Again, men were among the main subjects who suffered since they were viewed to be energetic. They worked in shifts that had short intervals that disallowed American slaves to rest after the hard work in the factories.
One moving story of a brave American army medic who was held in a Berga concentration camp is that of Anthony Acevedo. He went through medical trainingand as a result, he worked in many military camps. However, he was arrested together with his men when they were heading back from a mission. Germans attacked them hence being taken to Berga concentration camp. Anthony Avecedo suffered as an American prisoner and decided to write his experiences and challenges through a diary. However, narrating his story through the experiences asserted in his diary moves me but I still remember each and every bit of it.
After walking towards Phillipsburg, we realized that we have been surrounded by the Germans. All this time, I carried the equipment that I had on my back but my friends insisted me to leave them behind. As we followed the direction towards the slope, I heard one of my friends shouting that he had been hit. He urgently needed medical attention and I thought I could be of help. I immediately walked to the direction that I had heard the voice and unfortunately I stepped on branches resulting in a loud gunfire. This was a trap since a sharp struck hit my back but fortunately, the bag that had the medics saved me. Immediately the helmet that I had worn in order to prevent myself from any head attacks fell. I crawled in search of safety as I struggled to reach to the injured man. As we looked around for safety, we noticed that we were being trailed by 6 krauts who had heavy guns. Immediately, one of our soldiers demanded mortar fire and 5 of them were killed. 
It was soon getting late and dark, and the journey to Phillipsburg was proving to be hard to complete. Again, the Germans had already managed to take total control of us such that we were surrounded by the center. Our men were wounded by the gunfire one of our medical man named Murry Pruzanwas killed. For that reason, we had to free for safety towards the Falkenberg hill. This was hard times since we had no food for six consecutive days and the only thing that was at our disposal was snow. At this moment, the German's krauts had surrounded us with heavy gunfire and tanks. In addition, I was too exhausted to work and a kraut hit me using his bayonet. Immediately, I was forced to remove my boots and I walked in the cold snow with no shoes. 
We were forced to ride in boxes on the train that were used to transport cattle thus sitting in squatting ways since the boxes were small in size to fit. After some time, the train stopped and we were forced to walk in the parade that had a lot of German soldiers towards the Berga concentration camp. Life was hard and unbearable in the camp since there were all manners of brutality. I was forced to remove all my clothes in order to prevent from fleeing. At a time, I used a broken glass in order to shave and to remove the lice in my head. However, April 22, 1945, was the day that the prisoners who had made it and I were free. General Patton heavy tanks and military had already moved in from the camp to rescue us. Officers started to plead for mercy hence surrendering their weapons to us. This meant that I was finally free since I had made it, thanks toGod. Today, I had a good meal after a long time of suffering and starvation. Again, I thought of the men who had died as a result of the harsh ordeals in Germany. Only 170 American prisoners in the Berga camp survived out of the 350.


References
Arredondo, N. (2014). The Forgotten Soldiers: Mexican-American Soldiers of WWII and the Creation of the GI Forum. The Undergraduate Historical Journal at UC Merced, 1(1).
Bowman, R. (2014). Volume 1, no. 1 Spring 2014. The Undergraduate Historical Journal at UC Merced, 1 (1).
Woodard, S. C. (2016). Healing the Wounds After the Fight: Army Medical Care to Repatriated Captives, Part I. Military medicine, 181(7), 615-616.
http://www.indianamilitary.org/German%20PW%20Camps/Prisoner%20of%20War/PW%20Camps/Berga/History.htm
	

